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Narration and singing in the elderly and super-elderly brain
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Behavioral studies with elderly people show that language functions
generally decline with age. It is known, however, that such age-related change relatively spares the
cumulative knowledge like lexical and semantic memory and the narrative skill to dictate past
events and experiences. Singing is also known as a language-related ability relatively spared by
aging and brain damage. Since narration and singing originally serve as communication media in human
soclety, these faculties may rely on distinct neural systems for social interactions beyond the
classical language network. The present study is aimed at analyzing brain imaging data from a broad
range of generations, form young to elderly, to elucidate the neural basis shared by narration and
singing.
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