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Comparative Empirical Research on the Context for Protests Across Asia and Latin
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This research addresses protest participation in Asia and Latin America
using a shared theoretical framework and analytical design. It deals with an underexplored
comparison across regions and challenges stereotypes which assume Asian people be less active in
joining protests than Latin American. A challenge in inter-regional comparison is a large number of
potential confounders which raises the bar for tackling omitted variable bias in observational
studies. We homed in on this problem with original survey experiments in Bolivia, Cambodia, and
Mongolia, conducted during August-December 2018. In our framework, we posit that people’ s
proclivity to join a protest on land problem differs along the way they perceive the state’ s role
in intermediating societal interests. In brief, states are perceived as fearful autocrats,
paternalistic mediators, challenged icons, or porous enforcers. The dominant image, we argue,
influence diverse attitudes of people under each type of authority.
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