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Interpersonal conflict as a primordial form of larger conflict: An approach from
human development
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This study focused on interpersonal conflict as a primordial form of
conflict and considered a nursery school as a microcosm of a society. Naturalistic video-data was
collected longitudinally at a nursery school in order to understand the characteristics of
interpersonal conflict in the early stage of human development. Heuristic analysis used in this
study was effective in discovering the types of conflict which were not focused in previous studies
in which observation was made on predetermined target and/or by time sampling method: Chain like
series of conflicts were observed to be generated one after another unwittingly; Persistent
conflicts seemingly over the toys were observed to be initiated along with the interest in the
person. Furthermore, characteristic patterns of conflict reflected the multi-age-based practice the
nursery school had carried out over a decade.
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