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The Neanderthals persisted until 30,000 years ago, and possibly somewhat later;
however, they eventually disappeared. The question arises: what happened to the
Neanderthals? Many hypotheses as to what extent are currently available. In that regard,
our project has focused the transition from Neanderthal to modern humans in the Dead
Sea Rift of West Asia and succeeded in providing differences in the social and individual
learning abilities between Neanderthal and modern humans, and developed a new
hypothetical model designated as “learning hypothesis” that the demise of Neanderthals
was accelerated by modern humans characterized by having higher individual learning

strategies.
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