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Power of Words in the Early Escalation Stage of International Conflict
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We studied "verbal escalation” through empirical research on government
announcements and media reports in the early stages of international conflicts. The research focused
on the initial stages of international conflicts, such as scrambling of fighter jets and violation
of territorial waters. We conducted content analysis of government announcements and international

media reports. In addition, through various experiments using the information content of "typical
government announcements," we examined how citizens of their own and other countries would react
upon receiving the relevant information. We were able to confirm that blaming the other country,
which makes invisible crises visible, is a powerful force in terms of increasing public support in
third countries. In addition, a series of surveys on the Japan-South Korea radar targeting incident
in 2018 revealed that verbal escalation dramatically increases distrust of the other country®s
government.
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S = Silence; Sp = Self-promotion; D = Denunciation. The base category is China’s silence vs US silence (Group 1).
The coefficients in the rightmost block correspond to the interaction effect between each pair of public statements and
the Trump indicator. Whiskers show 95% confidence intervals.

Figure 1: The effect of statements on the support level for China
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S = Silence; Sp = Self-promotion; D = Denunciation. The base category is China’s silence vs US silence (Group 1).
The coefficients in the rightmost block correspond to the interaction effect between each pair of public statements and
the Trump indicator. Whiskers show 95% confidence intervals.

Figure 2: The effect of statements on support for the US
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Note: S = Silence; Sp = Self-promotion; D = Denunciation. The base category is China’s silence vs US government’s
silence. Whiskers show the 95% confidence intervals.

Figure 3: Support for the US, by attitudes toward President Trump
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Japan FCR crisis and public opinion: Gathering survey data in real-time crisis
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