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Research on major traffic routes in pre-modern China mainly based on surveys of
pass, ferry and road sites

Tsuji, Masahiro
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This study analysed and examined ancient roads and ruins of pass, ferry and
bridges in terms of both time and space by using a combination of multifaceted research methods,
such as computer-based geographic information processing (GIS), analysis of various historical
photographs and survey of historical sites related to the history of transportation in collaboration

with Chinese researchers. The use of satellite photographs, which contain a wealth of information,
was extremely useful in breaking through the limitations of conventional research in the field in
mainland China, where geographical information is severely restricted.
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