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DKnamic§ and impact assessment of persistent organic pollutants released into
the marine environment by the Great East Japan Earthquake
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We attempted to collect persistent organic pollutants in the sea area off
Sanriku, Tohoku, using a throw-down mass filter. As a result, hexachlorocyclohexanes (HCHs) had the
highest concentrations (68-110 pg/L) in each layer (10 m, 250 m, and 500 m) and beta-HCH (41-65
pg/L) was particularly dominant. From the detected concentrations in each layer, there was no
tendency to show higher concentrations in the bottom water than the surface water, except for
beta-HCH, suggesting that land-derived marine sediments are unlikely to be the source of these
organic pollutants in the observed area.
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