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An attempt was made to highlight the ethnic, religious and social diversity
of the so-called Islamic World and to delineate the mechanisms of coexistence and of exclusion
between the dominant/majority groups and weaker/minority groups in various parts of the Middle East
and the adjacent regions through a study of the interrelationships between the groups using the
approaches of historical, philological, legal and gender studies. The main themes of the study
included the “ Religious and Social Minorities in the Middle East” , “ Thought Systems and Present

State of Minority Groups within Islam” and “ Movement, Law and Gender as the Point of Contact
between the Past and the Present” .
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