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In this study, ten researchers studying tourism history and the history of
railways——between which fields there has thus far been little proactive academic exchange——
collaboratively investigated the perceived reciprocity between tourism and railways. On the basis of

the research accomplishments of the ten researchers, it was decided that the investigation would
focus on “ prewar East Asia,” and in accordance with the plan the members carried out individual
studies for the first two years.

In the final year, in accordance with the plan, a public symposium was held to review the research
activities, and attempts were made to form links between individual studies. The symposium was
divided into the sections “ Tourism and Politics,” * Tourism and Railways,” and “ Tourism and
Overseas Territories.” It became clear that in prewar East Asia, tourism and railways developed in
a mutually complementary way even as their unique characteristics intensified.
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