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This study aimed at clarifying the challenges faced by eight areas of Japan
that have been designated as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations when they use the heritage for tourism in rural
development. The problems of secondary transportation and the low profile of GIAHS were identified
as issues. Comparing UNESCO’ s World Heritage sites with GIAHS, it was found that the value of the
World Heritage sites such as castles and temples can be easily understood, but the value of GIAHS is

difficult to see because it is a system. Tourism that incorporates learning and experience is
suitable for community development using GIAHS as a tourism resource.
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