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Development of efficient teaching method of English based on the results of SLA
research

Shirahata, Tomohiko
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JLEs wh
wh wh what
wh JLEs
DO (YOU)
wh Focus Force
wh

The study explains how Japanese learners of English (JLEs) develop their
knowledge of (short-distance) subject wh-questions in English. This study attempts to explain why
subject wh-questions (subject who- and what-questions) are difficult for JLEs. Participants were 45
first year university students in Japan. The results indicate that JLEs at the initial stage are
syntactically and semantically influenced by L1 Japanese properties. Then, at the intermediate
stage, they overuse DO (YOU). With the progress of JLEsS’ acquisition of subject wh-questions, they
gradually come to realize that Focus and Force Phrases are used in disjunctive environments,
resulting in the correct use of subject wh-questions.
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Sv SvC SVO SvOC SvOO
| am thirteen years old. John is from Canada.
I my me he his him
*is my sister. *went to Kyoto.
wh *Did John go to where? *You like what?
pens desks trees watches
when if though

A man standing near the door the car made in France

-s John looks happy.
Thisisawatch.
Mary visited Kyoto last week.
do/did/does What did you eat this morning?
Mary was hit by John.

-erthan  more than

thedog theman
fire  fires light lights

a on in for to

I have finished my homework.

It’s time you went to bed. John eats asif he were a pig.



c. to
d.
Who did John see?

| went to Hokkaido to meet my brother.
The man who called me last night was shot.

wh
wh
Who did John believe that Mary saw?
*Who did John meet Mary who saw?
White 2003
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wh
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wh
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