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Historical development of Mediterranean slavery system and its transformation
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In our program, we attempted to carry out a comparative study on slavery and
servitude in world history, with focusing on the concept of the Mediterranean type of slavery. When
we conducted this comparative historical study, we considered the following points. (1) We assumed

the existence of a Mediterranean-type slavery system from the ancient Pan-Mediterranean society to
the modern world, and (2) rather than prescribing "slavery" as a system of fixed rule and
oppression, we positioned it as a part of various social servitude / cohabitation relationships. In
particular, by comparatively examining individual cases in the medieval Islamic society, the
Portuguese maritime empire, the modern Indian Ocean region and Africa, Brazil, and the United
States, and comparing it with the servitude systems of early modern Japan, we specifically clarified
the relation between the Mediterranean type of slavery and various types of servitude in each
region in human history
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Bonded Migration and ldentity in the Indian Ocean World,
18th-20th Century
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