(®)
2017 2019

Archaeological studies on the Ryukyu; Archipelago in the 3th to 7th centuries
from the viewpoint of human and cultural exchange surrounding Hirota site, Tane
Island
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Hirota site is a burial site on the island of Tanegashima. In our research
we could show that the site had been in use from the end of the Yayoi period, while a new group of
people with characteristic curved shell ornaments joined this group in the early Kofun period, such
that there were two different groups of people buried together on this site. This is consistent with

Sr isotope analysis of human bones that showed traits of differents origins. Overall investigation
of bones from 153 individuals showed traces of injuries on the bones which hint to tensions between
the people buried in Hirota and autochthones. Furthermore, experiments on the production of shell
ornaments show a high probability that iron tools as well as stone tools were used. Travel routes of

people from Hirota to the south were investigated with Neutron Activation Analysis of pottery.
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