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Social convention of Japanese Macaques: intensive and extensive approach

Nakagawa, Naofumi
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The purpose of this research project was to clarify the culture of social
behavior in Japanese macaques from both intensive and extensive approaches. As for the former, we
clarified the ontogeny of the embracing behavior in Yakushima. Not only in Katsuyama group where no
embracing were seen, but also in Kinkazan group where embracing were seen, an alternative behavior,
i.e., girney (vocalization) and lip-smack (facial expression), were admitted. We also found
long-term fluctuations in the frequency of embracing behavior in Kinkazan. As for the latter, it was
found that there was inter-group variation in the frequency of embracing in Yakushima. In addition,
a questionnaire survey was conducted to broadly extract population variation in social behavior,
and some behaviors with the potential for cultural variation were found.
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