(®)
2017 2019

The Disruption of Mutual Aid in Village Society and the Support and Transmission
of Folk Customs:The Meaning of Regional Differences in the Light of Changes in
Funeral Rites
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The regional differences in the light of changes in funeral rites are
diversifying.Regional societies have been responding diversely to the changes in funeral rites. The
shift from in-ground burial to cremation has resulted in large columbarium built in the southwest of

Kyushu and the disappearance of double-grave system in Kinki region. Mutual aid systems in local
society have been disintegrating and the folk custom of tamaokuri in Akita prefecture, in which the
soul of the departed were guided to its grave, has been lost because of the shift from private homes

to funeral-halls. On the other hand, UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritages of Humanity, such as
Hanataue in Kita-Hiroshima-cho, and the tradition of veneration of the dead (ex. Bon festival,
Seimei-sai and Jyurokunichi-sai in Okinawa) have been strongly transmitted in spite of the changes
in funeral rites.
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