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Reconstruction of Tort Law in the Complexity of Social Relations and Risks

SEGAWA, Nobuhisa
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In the 1990s, new torts proliferated. The purpose of this study is to
make tort law theory compatible with today"s tort cases. For this purpose, we investigated a
variety of actual tort cases including those involving nuclear power plant accidents, asbestos
construction materials diseases, life and medical service errors, market transactions troubles and
online defamation. In this investigation, we examined the social background of these cases,
including characteristics we tentatively labeled " complexity of social relations and risks. " Our
investigation made clear that today"s tort case law has characteristic tendencies including
extension of the interests protected and the multiplication of duties to protect, including some
types of professional Iiabilitﬁ. It also made clear that risk realizes itself in a different ways
according to the category of the risk. It concludes with a number of concrete proposals for legal
interpretations, institutions and legislations.
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