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Study on the Opposition and Ajustment between Church Autonimy and State Law
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This study aims to explore how the freedom of autonomous administration
and the demand of fair administration are satisfied in case of nonprofit organizations. We focus in
particular on religious organization or corporation in adopting the outcomes of so-called church law

or ecclesiastical law.

The study was carried out by the solvation of connotation and extent of church autonomy, the
collection and analysis of autonomous canons and the examination of adjustments about relationship
of the autonomous administration and the demand of fair administration.

We could reach the outcomes as follows. First the autonomy of religious organization extends not
only to assets management but also to education and churchyard administration etc., as well as to
its proper subjects. Secondly Japanese religious canons are made of more norms of structure than
norms of action by comparison with western church law. Thirdly the viewpoint of accommodational
adjustment is essential to the secular courts.
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