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Spatial economics on innovation
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The purpose of this research project is to empirically understand the
spatial features of long-term innovation activities in Japan. For this purpose, we quantitatively
capture the long-term innovation activities by digitizing the bibliographic information of patents
in the prewar period in Japan. By using the data, we investigate the spatial features of innovation
activities in the prewar period in Japan. In particular, by focusing on the geographic
characteristics of collaborative research relationships, the analysis revealed new findings about
the geographic distribution of innovation activities in the prewar period, such as the fact that
innovation activities at that time were already concentrated in major cities, that collaborative
research increased throughout the period, and that the distance between collaborative inventors was
geographically close to each other.
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