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An empirical investigation on methodological conversion of economic policy for
SMEs through economic gardening method
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The purpose of this study is to show empirically the effects and methods of
the methodological shift in the Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) policy making. Since the revision
of the SME Basic Act in 1999, SME policy has changed its support agenda from monetary support to
support of their self-reliance. Recently, the agenda has been realized that the growth and longevity

of SMEs contribute to the revitalization of the local economy. Many regions cannot adopt the
traditional methods, to attract companies. Instead, some local government is aiming to revitalize
their regions through a new SME support method called "economic gardening. In order to introduce
this approach, it is necessary to modify the existing SME policy-making methodologies. In this
study, we create a case study of a leading municipality and measure the sensitivity of the
municipality to organizational change using organizational development theory to clarify the effects
of introducing the economic gardening method.
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