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This research has sought to identify a new theory of familK change by
combining early modern and modern theories of family demography, which previously have been
discussed under a different framework. New insight has been gained on a wide range issues relating
to long term demographic change, including the particularly striking increase in population and
birth rate in the Tohoku region, even before the Meiji Restoration from the middle of the 19th
century; the increase through these demographic conditions before the modern period of families
forming ie and its subsequent standardisation; from the modern period onward the decrease in the
death and divorce rate as part of an increase in the realisation of ie as a desirable outcome and
the increasingly fixed nature of ie membership; and, with the stability brought about by modern ie
as part of this change, the shift toward the existence of the restricted individual.
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