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Comparative Research on Graduate Education and Academic Degree System in
Late-comer Countries

Nanbu, Hirotaka
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The purpose of this research project is to clarify the similarities and
differences among introduction, current situation and recent reform trend of graduate education and
academic degree in the “ late-comer countries” . In this project, the “ late-comer countries” are
defined as the countries that have introduced modern higher education system from early-developed
countries. After introduction of modern system of graduate education and academic degree, these
systems have changed to match the social situation in every country. As recent reform, some
countries intend to improve the quality through strengthening the management of enrollment and
curriculum, and some countries try to make their systems more flexible and to increase the extent
for the degree to be passable internationally.
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