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Evidence based Policy
Making

There is little empirical evidence or quantitative evaluation of Japan’ s
agricultural or rural policy. The purpose of this study is to investigate the impacts of
agricultural structure, farm management and agri-environmental policy, and to clarify the dynamics
of the rural sector using micro-data such as farm-level data from agricultural censuses. Our
findings indicate that the incorporation of farm management had positive effects on agricultural
sales, and less-favoured areas payments fostered continued land use and prevented farmland
abandonment through maintenance of farm households and household members, though these effects are
modest. Additionally, we found that agricultural subsidies had a slight impact on increasing the
proportion of farmland rents and that the level of community functions, such as the number of local
meetings were positively associated with the farmland consolidation of community farming.
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