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This study built a framework to analyze differences in market shares and
degree of producers® solidarity to agricultural cooperatives from a combined view points of economic
and socio-relational factors. We found that in the agricultural sectors where products have become
generic commodities, (1)farmers are more differentiated, (2)market competition is more intensive,
(3)larger producers tend to have stronger competitiveness-oriented norm and more affected
neolibelarist discourses, and vice versa. Some cooperatives have showed their attempts to (a)obtain
scale and scope economies via M&A and conversion into profit-oriented firms, (b)introduce new
business and organizational strategies, and (d)reformulate governance structure in order to improve
members® organizational and operational participation.
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