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Soil heavy metal pollution survey and impact assessment on crops in China
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It was revealed that there is a paddy field contaminated with cadmium and
mercury in Jiangsu Province, China. In those paddy fields, rice cultivation experiments were
conducted by adding a soil conditioner obtained by fermenting bark, and it was found that the
addition of the soil conditioner could suppress the uptake of heavy metals into rice. In particular,

this effect is remarkable in cadmium, and it has been clarified that the addition of a soil
conditioner can reduce the cadmium concentration of rice exceeding the standard value to below the
standard value. In rice pot cultivation tests conducted in China and Japan, it was clarified that
the soil conditioner obtained by fermenting bark can suppress the uptake of cadmium into rice even
under different conditions of soil and rice varieties.
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