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Conflicts in boundearies and recognition of Alevi groups and changes in Alevi
ethnicities in the Middle East, Europe and America

Sashima, Takashi
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In multicultural societies, Alevis which have been non-mainstream groups,

have various boundaries. This research clarified perception and recognition of their own ethnicities
and boundaries, and the conflicts arising from them. It further inquired into the results of it. It
shows the strategies for the living of Alevis in the societies which they moved into. During this
period, we have focused on Alevis in Turkey, Germany, France and Australia, the Bektashi groups in
Albania, and Ahl-e Haqq in Iran. The study illuminated cultural changes, precepts and practices of
?oth Alevis and the Bektashi in transnational and transcultural spaces as well as Ahl-e Haqqg in

ran.
We produced a report paper in March 2022 of the research project on cultural, historical and
religious aspects of changes and development of them. Also, our reports include such as the worship
or reverence of sainthood, Ali-cult or worship of Ali, and visit-culture to mausoleums or tombs in
turkey, lran, Kurdistan and Europe.
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Martin van Bruinessen (University of Utrecht)

Some Striking Similarities and Possible Historical Connections between the Current Dersim Alevis, the Ahl-i Haqq or Yarsan,
and the Yezidis
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