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A new insight of the role of mangrove swamps in Indonesia
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To know a cryptic contribution of mangrove forest, microphytobenthos (MPB)
florae were investigated at the coast of Java, Indonesia, where deforestation rate has been notable.
The flora and its biomass were richest at Situbondo where native forest was conserved, while they
were lowest at the site (Banyuwangi) adjacent to shrimp culture ponds. Similar trend was observed at

Pang Pang Bay whose east coast was facing to the native forest within the national park, and the
west coast was to numerous shrimp ponds. On the east coast, highest and richest MPB biomasses were
found which was contrary to those of the west coasts, and such rich MPB was confirmed to be
suspended to the water column also, which might contribute overall biological production at the bay.
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