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Boy Actors and Effects of Performance on the Early Modern English Stage
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This research aimed at imagining the theatrical performance on the

Shakespearean stage, especially the representation of women, three-dimensionally through
close-reading of play-texts and historical research. Although it was often proclaimed that boy
actors on the Shakespearean stage were invariably prepubertal, sharing many physical features with
women, including voice and physique, it was probably not the case. Not a small number of boy actors
were in their late teens or early twenties, suggesting they had already changed their voice or grown

beard. Drawing on recent research in early modern theatre, | explored how female characters
appeared on the early modern stage. For instance, in John Webster®s The Duchess of Malfi, the
protagonist is likely to have been impersonated by Richard Robinson, who was in his mid-teens or
early twenties. If Robinson had a changed voice and male physique, the Duchess’ s formidable image
as a widow ruler must have been stressed.
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