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An attempt to resolve the controversy over the formation of the US-Japan
collective defense arrangement

Yoshimoto (ltayama), Mayumi
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In 1978, the development of the “ Guidelines for Defense Cooperation between
US and Japan” formalized secret combined military planning between the two countries and is
considered a significant event in the history of US-Japan security relations. Many studies have been
conducted to examine the factors that led to its development. There is also an ongoing debate over
whether the initiative taken by Japan or the US brought about the formulation of the “ Guidelines.”
Based on the recently discovered first-hand materials and interview results, this research
successfully produces an argument that can lead to the resolution of the controversy. It
persuasively shows why the initiative to formulate the “ Guidelines” was taken by Japan even though
the US triggered the formalization of the secret combined military plan.
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