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Empirical Study on the Mechanism of Gender Segregation in Field of Study in
Higher Education

Shirakawa, Toshiyuki
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In this study, 1 examined the mechanism that generates gender segregation of

field of study in higher education using data from surveys of high school students and their
mothers. From the results of quantitative data analysis, | did not observe the systematic changes
for gender discrepancy in the choice of college major over time in the survey period. That is, |
found almost the same relationship between gender and choice of college major when 1 took aspiration

and actual course after leaving school as outcome measures. It is also revealed that high school
student™s self academic concept about various subjects in higher education and mother"s expectation
for their children to acquire field-specific skills have a clear influence on field of study that

high school student wishes to major in.
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