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Peace Corps® Program Withdrawal under Crisis Situations in Latin America
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This study analyzed the factors and processes of U.S. Peace Corps" program
withdrawals from Latin American countries examined by U.S. official documents as well as Peace Corps
volunteers® working diaries and letters as well as recorded documents. Bolivia, Dominican Republic
and Peru were selected for research because they had different safety challenges for the volunteers

such as active anti-US movement, U.S. military invasion, and the occurrence of large-scale
earthquakes. The main factors behind the withdrawals were not only natural disasters and political
unrest in the host country, but also Latin America®s policy towards the host country, Latin America,
or developing countries influenced the decision to withdraw the Peace Corps program.
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