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The role of Hesl in pancreatic tumorigenesis
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During tumorigenesis, Hesl starts to be expressed from precancerous lesions
to pancreatic ductal adenocaricinomal (PDAC), howerever, the role of Hesl in pancreatic
tumorigenesis was not fully elucidated. In the present study, we demonstrated that Hesl gene
deletion dramatically suppressed the formation of pancreatic lesions in mice. We provide evidence
that Hesl plays essential roles in multiple steps of PDAC initiation by regulating Sox9 expression.
The antitumor effect of a novel Hesl inhibitor on pancreatic cancer cells in vitro and in vivo
suggests that Hesl could be a new preventive or therapeutic target for PDAC.
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