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Rethinking Dementia Care: Person Centered Care and Roles of Family Caregivers

KINOSHITA, Shu
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The purpose of this stud% is to examine how the social norm of dementia care
changed in Japan. Japan is now said to be in "the new century of dementia care™. For example, the
government established long-term public care insurance in 2000 and created the “ New Orange Plan”
in 2015 to develop a model for supporting dementia patients and family caregivers. These policies
are supported by medical discourses. In Japan, the person-centered care paradigm was gradually
accepted between the 1980s and 2000s; many caregivers now respect it. Maintaining each patient’ s
personhood is regarded as the prime task of caregiving by many medical and healthcare professionals.
But how was such a social norm was established has never been studied so far.
The findings are two folds. First, the way of respecting the patient has been changed since 1970"s
to 2000°s. Second, the problem was whether to consider the patient as having emotion and intention
until the end of life.
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