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The Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee (ACCC) may influence the
activities of Parliamentary Ombudsman and Environmental Ombudsman (O/EO) through its investigation
on the compliance of these activities with the Aarhus Convention. Whether the ACCC conducts such an
investigation depends on the roles of the O/EO played in individual jurisdictions. The result of the

field research suggests that regardless the distinction between the 0 and EO, the ACCC investigated
the 0/EO with extraordinary competences, which a typical ombudsman does not have. In Austria, the
ACCC questioned the EO’ s competence of access to courts in relation to the access to judicial court
by environmental NGOs. This conclusion indirectly affected the revision of the roles of the EOs
through a judgment of the European Union Court of Justice. In Ireland, the ACCC is examining the
capacity of the environmental information commissioner whose officeholder is also the 0.
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