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Analyzing the Changes to Common-use Sinitic Vocabulary Combining the Research on
Historical Literature and Modern Dialects

Suzuki, Fumiki
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Combining the research of historical literature and modern dialects, this
study attempts to clarify the diachronic changes in common-use Sinitic vocabulary. In historical
literature, it has been observed that the main word form denoting a certain meaning was sometimes
replaced by other word forms. This study found that this phenomenon did not always represent a
fundamental change to Sinitic but was a reflection of changes which occurred in local areas to
varying extents.
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