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In order to build a solid theoretical base for nurse practitioner
education, it would be necessary to clarify actual characteristics of work activities as well as to
delineate a thinking process of clinical judgment and decision making of Japanese nurse
practitioners. This study attempts to illustrate a conceptual model of the thinking process when
nurse practitioners uses on a day to day clinical practice.

The role of Japanese NPs as well as the extent of NPs’ practice are different depending on a
policy in each medical organization. Not only patients but also family members preferences affected
Japanese NPs’ decision making process, and promoting self-care was the NPs’ primary focus in
patients’ care. The results of this study will serve as a basis for improving quality of nurse
practitioner education in Japan.
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