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The origin of naturally produced and persistent brominated biphenyls
(OH-BDES) was found to be marine alga (Sargassum sp.) from east Asia. These OH-BDEs were accumulated
as methoxylated products in higher trophic organisms such as cetaceans, followed by fish. Human
exposure to MeO-BDEs via diet may result in hepatic metabolism by CYP2B6 to OH-BDEs, of which
6-OH-BDE47 may be retained in blood of human.
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