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Migration route, stopover sites, and wintering area of waders breeding on gravel
bar habitat in central Japan.

Kasahara, Satoe
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GPS Pinpoint-10, Lotek Wireless

The bare gravel-covered ground in rivers has been rapidly disappearing or
degrading due to the expansion of vegetation and trees. We aimed to identify the important stopover
and wintering sites and the fine-scale habitat use of the two waders breeding in gravel bars, Little

ringed plover and Kentish plover, to reduce the risk of future population decline.

Our tracking study by GPS tag (Pinpoint-10, Lotek Wireless Inc.) elucidated the following three
things about the Asian population of the Little ringed plover. The tracked plovers that bred in
central Japan overwintered across a wide range of the Philippines. Taiwan and the Philippines (and
maybe China) were important stopover sites for the plovers during both the autumn and spring
migrations. In addition, paddy rice fields are the most important habitat for the plovers during
the migration and wintering periods. On the other hand, we need more study to understand the
migration ecology of the Kentish plover.
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