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Britain has a unique art education history, which is very different from
that of the Continent. Major European nations established their art academies as state-funded
schools focusing on fine art. In contrast, the British Parliament authorized the formal
establishment of the Government School of Design in 1837. It aimed to uplift the artistic quality of

manufactures and to provide “ design” education for British workers. The school elaborated the
pioneering educational system, called the “ South Kensington system” , in the latter half of the
19th century. This study investigated the formation and development of design education, practices
and its influences over America and Japan. Also, it examined how it reflected the school curricula
and the practices of the leading masters. They made effort to differentiate the drawing education
from the Royal Academy. Finally, the school invented the original instructional method based on
botany and used plants as their drawing motif.
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