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Historical epidemiology of Tuberculosis in Japan
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This research focused on Pleuritis among Japanese army in order to analyze
tuberculosis infection in pre-war Japan. Historical documents of Army pleuritic committee (Guntai
Kyomakuen Chosakai) established in 1921 shows 1) Pleuritis among soldiers comes from tuberculosis
and 2) soldiers who infected with tuberculosis before their conscription infected others within

military camps. Mass infection in Japanese army mirrored the situation of tuberculosis in each local
community.
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