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Judging from historical materials available, it is natural to understand

that the purpose of founding Kyoto Mental Hospital was to accept mentally ill noble patients who had

been left in Iwakura when their family moved from Kyoto to Tokyo at the beginning of Meiji era, and
to show foreign countries that mentally ill patients were treated in Japan like In European
countries.

After Kyoto Mental Hospital was closed in 1882, Iwakura Mental Hospital was established in 1884 and
received many patients of Kyoto Mental Hospital. From the list of inpatients of Iwakura Mental
Hospital around 1910, we could see that the inpatients came from all over the country. As the
mental hospitals were established in various cities in Japan, however, the ratio of the inpatients
from Kyoto and nearby prefectures increased and almost all inpatients of Iwakura Mental Hospital
came from these areas around 1940.
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Guesthouses for mentally ill people in lwakura, Kyoto, Japan
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