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Public health as an academic discipline was introduced into colonial Korea

from the 1920s to the 1930s mainly by three medical researchers.The starting point was Kim Changsei,
who established a course in Public Health in Severance Medical School. Shiga Kiyoshi, a famous
bacteriologist who came to know Kim, expanded his idea to establish Medical School in Keijo Imperial
University as a base for public health in Korea with the financial assistance of the Rockefeller
Foundation. His idea was realized when he sent Mizushima Haruo, a young public health researcher of
Keijo Imperial University to Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health.

However, even if Korean and Japanese medical scientists tried to share the knowledge of public
health based on American-style medical science, the genealogy of public health in Keijo Imperial
University was not inherited by Koreans after liberation, which offers a stark contrast to post-war

Japan.
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