©
2017 2023

Revealing the Potential Value of Museum Specimens -Uncovering biodiversity
information from botanical specimens sent overseas-
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Specimens of plants collected in Japan by Maximowicz, Siebold, and others,
which are held in herbariums overseas, were examined for their importance in terms of biodiversity.
As a result, we found plants that are now extinct and specimens for which there are only documented
records in the literature. Museum specimens have traditionally focused only on taxonomically
important specimens, such as type specimens. The study showed that there are many other specimens
that provide evidence of their existence in the past, and the possibility and importance of further
utilization of specimens became clear.
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