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Synthesis and in vivo characterization of polymer-multilinked hemoglobin
assembly as artificial oxygen carrier
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Various chemical modifications of hemoglobin (Hb) have been investigated to
produce artificial oxygen carriers for use as red blood cells (RBC) substitutes. An Hb molecule has
a stable a 2 2 tetrameric structure which dissociates reversibly into two o B dimers. In this
work, we developed an efficient procedure to produce polymer-multilinked Hb assembly (PML-Hbs). We
first synthesized a cyclic Hb monomer whose two 3 subunits were connected through a polyethylene
glycol (PEG) chain. During the inter-molecular exchange of a B subunits, the cyclic Hb monomer
proceeded supramolecular ring-opening polymerization to produce a linear PML-Hbs. Hb units in the
PML-Hbs were subsequently fixed covalently by site-specific cross-linking between two 3 subunits.
The fixed PML-Hbs is a promising material for use as a RBC substitute, because it has a quite large
molecular size (molecular weight of ca. 1,000,000) to prevent the extravasation, with showing
reversible oxygen binding.
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Matsuhira et al., Analysis of dimeric off subunit exchange between
PEGylated and native hemoglobins (a2p. tetramer) in an equilibrated state by intramolecular Bp-
crosslinking. Biomacromolecules 19(8), 3412-3420 (2018)
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