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Ethnography of Ouendan Bankara culture and Corporeal Representation of Modern
Japan
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In this study, | researched the culture of modern schools, in particular I
focused on Bankara Oendan culture. 1 collected nationwide data about Oendan using videos and photos
and the data has been archived for research. The surveys were done in various prefectures in Japan
(lwate, Ishikawa, Tokyo, Tottori, Fukuoka and Oita). In order to identify the characteristic
elements of Bankara Oendan culture, 1 visited the schools and recorded practices such as the cheer
leaders school song, sports day cheering competitions, 80km marches at night, baseball cheering and
sumo cheering. Finally, I could get good information about how students feel about themselves, their

school culture, and how they fit in Japanese society.
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