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Promoting social integration of immigrants and the role of sports clubs in
Germany

Kurosu, Mitsuru
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Against _the backdrop of growing internationalism in recent years, the role
played by sports clubs is becoming increasingly important in terms of integrating immigrants from
other countries into society. At sports clubs in Germany, approximately 2.8 million members—10% of
the total membership—have an immigrant background, and people with an immigrant background are
involved as volunteers in the operation of approximately 12,300 clubs—13.5% of all German sports
clubs. Moreover, many sports clubs provide support and assistance to members with an immigrant
background, such as providing free membership to refugees and political asylum recipients. In this
way, sports clubs are playing an extremely important role in achieving integration and harmony
within society.

As a result, we were able to hear some deeply interesting comments indicating that sports clubs play
an effective role in building harmony from various aspects between immigrants and between
immigrants and local residents.
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Complementary Relationship Between the Japan Sports Association and an Information Network 2019
Support Non-profit Organization: Focusing on the Public Sphere Created Through the Relationship
Between “ Mobilization” and “ Symbolic Movements.
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