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Estimating effects of drug use on road crash occurence and a proposal for crash
prevention: Linkage of autopsy and crash data

Okamura, Kazuko
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This study investigated victims of road traffic trauma autopsied in Chiba
prefecture between 2013-2022. Medicinal drugs and alcohol were detected in 60% and 33% of the
deceased, respectively. Medical history was recorded among 70% of the deceased. Sudden illnesses or
poor health conditions, polypharmacy, and social isolation were observed among some of the deceased.

Further, police traffic accident data were analyzed to compared with the autopsy data. Mental and
physical health, together with socioeconomic conditions can be relevant to the involvement in fatal
traffic crashes. This may be the case not only among vehicle drivers but also cyclists and
pedestrians.
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