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Early Childhood Environment where Children Engage in Unexpected Interactions and
Expand Their Play: A Comparison between Japan and New Zealand
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This study found the factors that allow the teachers in New Zealand to
permit child s unexpected interactions with environment more than the teachers in Japan. In New
Zealand, 1) the division of the outside and inside spaces is less strict and children are allowed to

use objects at various places, 2) teachers intentionally place objects to be used in unexpected
ways, 3) teachers emphasize more on the importance of risk-involving play for children to develop,
4) the number of children that each teacher is responsible for is smaller, and 5) there are much
detailed licensing criteria and standards for ECE centres to follow to secure safe environment for
children. It was also suggested that unexpected interactions are more likely to be generated when
the usage of the objects is less evident from its appearance. In addition, a concrete guidelines
regarding composition of environment was built incorporating risk-benefit assessment, to nurture
children’ s play involving the unexpectedness.
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