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Development of novel therapeutic agents for schizophrenia based on kynurenine
hypothesis
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Kynurenine aminotransferase 2 (KAT2) is an enzyme that catabolizes
kynurenine to kynurenic acid (KYNA). Since the accumulation of KYNA in the brain has been reported
to be involved in the pathology of schizophrenia, the regulation of KYNA production in the brain by
KAT2 inhibitor may be useful for the treatment of schizophrenia. This study revealed that
glycyrrhizic acid (GL) and its derivatives are KAT2 inhibitors. These compounds may be useful as
therapeutic agents for schizophrenia.
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