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Changing environment and vanishing local knowledge
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The purpose of this study was to summarize both indigenous knowledge and
scientific knowledge that is being lost due to environmental change, based on long-term ecological
monitoring and field surveys including interviews with local people. In the target area, the Mahale
Mountains National Park in Tanzania, East Africa, and its surrounding areas, the effects of global
climate change were recognized from meteorological data. The field surveys and interviews had to be
abandoned in the middle of the research period due to the pandemic, but instead, | estimated the
local names and their scientific names based on 246 plant image from the past, including the 1960s,
when the research was initiated. Within these data, 1 discovered 54 valuable data of which the local

names had not been known even to local people during my previous field surveys.
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