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“ Deliberative democracy” in contemporary China attempted to resolve
conflicts accompanying fluidization and pluralisation of the increasingly globalized political
society by reaching consensus through dialogue. Although the free and competitive "electoral
democracy™ in China has been restricted from the very beginning, the government urged various actors

to democratically participate in the policy-enforcement process. Moreover, the Chinese government

gradually carried out reforms to reflect people™s interests and opinions on an institutional level.
As a result, rather than promoting democratization itself, “ deliberative democracy” attempted to
strengthen the influence of the state government and functioned as a way to strike balance between
democracy and governance by restructuring consultative authoritarianism.
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